A Regional Seminar for Refugee Community Organisations and “Infrastructure Support” providers in the West Midlands

Thursday September 23rd 2010

Carrs Lane Church Centre,

Birmingham City Centre

www.carrslane.co.uk
Proposed Event Outcomes 
· To build further understanding between R.C.O.’s & Infrastructure organisations.

· To discuss development work practice and highlight and celebrate areas of good practice.

· To encourage future links between different R.C.O.’s and various agencies.

· Identify & understand the specific challenges R.C.O.’s face. 

· Identify the main priorities for future R.C.O support.
· To record an accurate map of current Infrastructure support within the West Midlands.

Draft Programme
10.30 am

Registration & refreshments.

Welcome Wall map – Agencies & R.C.O.’s will be invited to identify their “area of benefit,” plus record the services and activities they offer.
11.00 am
1. Formal welcome & opening remarks : –  an overview of the how R.C.O.’s are surviving and a view of Infrastructure support provision and where it will be beyond 2011/12.
2. Workshop Groups    (11.15am – 12.00pm)
a) What’s the difference? What makes an R.C.O. different from other voluntary & community organisations? Is there a typical Refugee Community Organisation. What are the barriers R.C.O.’s need to overcome?
b) Experiences of support. Examples of good practice. Positive stories of engagement.  An opportunity to share practical experience.

Feedback from Workshops (12noon – 12.25pm)
              Prize giving for local RCO (12.30pm)
                  (Lunch & networking 12.35 - 1.35pm)
Market Place (1.35 – 3.30pm)
· This is an opportunity for Infrastructure Organisations to advertise their current services to community & voluntary organisations.

· An opportunity for R.C.O.’s to showcase their activities & services.
R.S.V.P. 
If you would like to attend please complete the attached form (below) and return it to David Hirst c/o The Basis Project, 3 Lionel St, Birmingham B3 1AG. This can be emailed to david.hirst@refugeecouncil.org.uk
Dead line

In order to arrange organise this event productively we would like you to reply by Monday 6th September. Many thanks.
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Yes, we would like to attend Event to be held at Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham on Thursday 23rd September 2010.
(Please print)
Name(s) …………………………………………….........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Organisation……………………………………………..

Email address…………………………………………....

Telephone contact number……………………………...
Would you like a Market Stall? (Tables will be provided) 
Yes / No
Dietary information E.g: - Halal / Vegetarian / Vegan / other
We wish to claim travel expenses to attend Seminar

(This is limited to two persons per Infrastructure organisation)

Yes / No
